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Surgery restores
diabetic man'’s genitak:

Swapna Tarafdar

NEW DELHI, Sept 19: A
man wha lost almost 90 per
cent of his penis as a result
of his diabetic condition re-
maining unattended has

. miraculously recovered al-

most full use of the organ,
thanks to penile »recon-

| struction surgery.

When 40-year-old Gane-
shan Chandran (name
changed) was brought to
the Pushpawati Singhania
Research Institute here, "He
was detécted with gan-
grene of the external geni-
talia”, said Dr Rajesh Taneja,
senior consultani, urology
and andrology, at the insti-
tute, “The option was to ei-

ther amputate the organ or

retain it through plastic
surgery,” he added.
However, retaining the
penis by adding muscle
from another part of the
body would not have hel-
ped, Dr Taneja said. “He
would: have suffered erec:
tile dysfunction.” There-
fore, first the whole gangre-
nous portion was cleaned.
“After cleaning, only one

| third of the organ was left at

his disposal,”
said.

A potter by profession,
Ganeshan was. detected as
suffering from diabetes pn
15 August. The gangrenous
portion of his penis was op-
erated on the same day. Al-
ter three weeks of dressing
and antibiotics, doctors
started work on remnstr}u;
tion,

‘Skin from - the ne:ll:b-y

Dr Taneja

scrotum was used. becausg,

Dr Tanéja said, "This gid
not need reconstruction, gf
blood vessels. And thm;
it was difficult we prLrer[wl
it so that the DIgan rel'uned
all its functions”, !
For an operation rh'u
costs nearly Rs 40,000 (o
50,000, Ganeshan had
pay only Rs 8,000, “He igsa
small time potter and the
haspital has schemes far
people who are not' ecg-
normically sound,” said,

Taneja, On a warning nole |

the doctor said, "Diabeips
can affect any part of lh.r:'
body if left unattended. ﬁi:-
taining an organ lhruﬁf,\"'t
plastic surgery is easy B

making it functional is ..%‘E

dious affair.”
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